
Q3: Role for Preservation of Buildings and Landscapes 
 

These are/were one of the reasons Brookline is/was appealing to potential buyers.  We're a great town. 
But now we're "eating our own" in the name of affordable housing and cheapening our streetscapes. –
Jane Gilman, P3 
 
Brookline is lucky (some might say the opposite) to be old enough to house streetscapes and buildings 
and neighborhoods that express character and history in abundance, at least by American standards. We 
should be as ardent in our efforts at preserving these tones as we are in developing housing (of several 
varieties) and commercial enterprises.  We should also pay particular attention to the views of 
neighborhoods for whom historic buildings and landscapes are significant, modest as they may 
sometimes seem to those who live in places that are more richly adorned. – Ben Birnbaum, P9 
 
Preservation is important.  Familiar buildings and spaces make us feel at home.   It can even promote 
feelings of security.   Public open space is needed in already dense areas where there is little private open 
space.  Some buildings have interesting histories.    Existing buildings can sometimes be remodeled, 
increase space and the number of units at both lower cost and keeping appearances consistent with their 
neighborhood.   Finally, many residents favor preservation. –John Bassett, P6 
 
I think we must take a long view, and plan for appropriate changes to landscapes and cityscapes which 
will otherwise be swallowed whole by developers and commercial interests. While it is necessary for 
Brookline to play its part in addressing regional population growth, it is important not to let the short-
term demand in a fluctuating market sweep away long-term planning. Doing so would end up destroying 
both structures and spaces that are an essential part of the livability of Brookline, and to create a surfeit 
of luxury units that few can actually afford. Preserving existing structures and rezoning or retrofitting to 
allow higher occupancy is often a more sustainable choice. These decisions should be made as part of a 
comprehensive planning process with timely input from the community as a whole. Bettina Neuefeind, P1 
 
It is essential to preserve the architectural and historic character of Brookline and to maintain the 
landscapes that provide for natural green spaces and a sense of community.  I especially gained a 
renewed appreciation of this during the pandemic lock-downs as my wife and I found ourselves venturing 
on long walks through Brookline neighborhoods.  Brookline’s buildings and spaces are keepers of the 
stories of our town.  
 
There are opportunities to support and encourage smart development, but the town must find a balance 
that respects the characteristics that make Brookline a special place right now. These include the 
aesthetic and historic qualities that make Brookline unique and the public and private open spaces that 
are essential to our quality of life. – Kevin Allen England, P5 

Preservation of both the natural and historic beauty/features of the town, elements that make Brookline 
uniquely Brookline, should play a prominent role in the planning for town growth and should not be too 
readily compromised away. –Tom Marton, P9 
 
This should be a definite factor to consider in making planning and zoning decisions.  As a fully developed 
town, every decision to build something new involves deconstructing or changing an existing building or 
reducing our town's limited green spaces.   Hence the need for thoughtful development planning with 
broad community input.—Susan Granoff, P7 



 
Preservation is important.  It improves the aesthetics of a neighborhood, promotes commercial vitality.  
One of the most attractive aspects of Brookline neighborhoods is the mix of different buildings and time 
periods which are quaint and charming, especially in the areas that I live - Longwood and Coolidge 
Corner.  In the past ten years, I have seen many single-family and two-family houses on Toxteth, Perry 
and Harrison convert to condos.  I have also seen houses protected on Sewall.  In town meeting I voted to 
create the Lawrence Historic district which has preserved a lot of our streets, in my precinct, and 
continued to facilitate growth.  Unfortunately, without town wide consistency, we are now facing large 
projects like the one on Aspinwall and Perry, and with the proposed demolition of the HH Richardson 
house and the upcoming project at 295 Kent Street historical assets are at risk which causes me great 
concern.—Joanne Liautaud, P3 
 
Preservation of buildings and landscapes should play a significant role as we plan for growth!  
 
Coherence and connectivity matter in our neighborhoods and Town. Our spaces and structures impact 
how we all live, work and play. Building some larger structures or converting some structures so that they 
meet the needs of today's humans is fine, but there are limits - and it is usually developers, not new 
homeowners who push those limits. Finding ways to incentivize preservation while supporting thoughtful 
growth is our best way forward. Finding ways to incentivize architectural and landscape coherence in new 
projects is equally important. –Amy Hummel, P12 
 
Preservation of landscapes is always a prime quality for me - although I say that at the risk of being a 
single-issue voter that I decrie above.  Building preservation is more of a case -by-case basis, but we have 
the Preservation Board.  Their role and their flexibility should be periodically re-examined, but their 
reputation as an unreasonable obstacle is undeserved.—Don Leka, P3 
 
Preservation should play a significant role in development. Part of what makes Brookline an attractive 
destination is its architecture and diversity of neighborhoods. Development should be neighborhood-
specific, but within a broader framework of a long-term strategic plan for the entire town that respects 
nature, cherishes our sadly dwindling open space landscapes as the healthy oases that they are, and is 
mindful of environmental impacts, social costs, financial costs, and municipal needs. The preservation of 
historic or otherwise iconic structures is critical to maintaining Brookline's competitive appeal. Where a 
prior use no longer works for a historic or iconic structure, renovation should be strongly considered as a 
means to potentially mitigate adverse environmental impacts of new construction. Tearing down should 
not be the default. – David Pearlman, P15 
 
Because Brookline has virtually no residentially-zoned open space, higher-density housing will have to 
replace existing housing stock to accommodate a larger population and to ensure we comfortably meet 
the state’s Chapter 40B mandate. However, the architectural detail of Brookline’s buildings, its housing 
stock, reasonable population density, treed neighborhoods and public open space define Brookline’s 
character and livability and contribute significantly to making Brookline a desirable place to live.  
 
Take those attributes away and Brookline is no longer “Brookline.” 
 
Already we have lost many of our historic structures to redevelopment, some of which has seemingly 
progressed in the absence of a comprehensive and inclusive planning process to guide it. Moving 
forward, every attempt should be made to preserve the character of the town, its existing buildings and 
landscapes. –John Hebert, P7 



 
There are some areas in Brookline which can absorb additional density.  There are places where density 
takes an unacceptable toll on streetscapes,  setbacks, GreenSpace and heritage Trees.  I am saddened by 
clearcutting of building lots all over Brookline.  I think many large existing single-family homes 
could/should be converted to multi-family usage, even expanding current footprints to add to the 
housing stock, as opposed to teardowns. – Bob Schram, Precinct 1 
 
Brookline is fortunate to have a significant architectural and landscape heritage. It is important to not 
only preserve the works of H.H. Richardson and F.L. Olmstead but to also preserve the context in which 
they situated their work. Likewise, absent properties like the S.S. Pierce building and the Coolidge Corner 
Theater, the Town loses character and risks becoming little more than a collection of bank branches (with 
no small businesses to which they can lend). The changes near Boylston Street have a potential to greatly 
assist the small businesses in Brookline Village. However, if Harvard Street and Washington become 
nothing but a collection of glass boxes, there is little incentive for office workers to ever leave their 
offices. 
 
Trading architectural heritage for a marginal gain in affordable housing is a fool's game that will neither 
preserve the Town's quality of life nor improve housing availability. – Bruce Levin, P17 
 
This relates to the two questions above. Particularly as population (and density in the north of town) has 
increased, providing and maintaining open space for relaxation and health, and to balance other land 
uses, becomes even more important. This need must be met, but expansion possibilities at least in North 
Brookline are extremely limited to nonexistent. This is a key planning issue to address; not just 
parks/open space, but also the tree canopy on streets and even plantings – the kinds of things that make 
the town more livable and comfortable.—Stuart Rubinow, P2 
 
We need to preserve green spaces and grow in a careful way so Brookline is what we all love: pedestrian 
friendly, good public spaces, safe and high quality public schools.—Ana Otero P6 
 
Landscape are critical to Brookline. Once a plot of green gets eliminated in favor of a building, it will never 
come back. Citizens of Brookline appreciate landscapes and do not want to see them disappear. 
 Who doesn't enjoy walking around town and looking at the variety of residential structures that we 
have? All architectural styles are represented and esthetics matter.  Top priority for Town Meeting should 
be keeping the town a place where the residents enjoy living and calling home.--Ernie Adams, P9 
 
The preservation of buildings and landscapes should play a very critical role while we are planning to 
accommodate growth in Brookline.  I believe that preserving the historic buildings and landscapes are 
vital to maintaining the historic character and beautification of Brookline.  A land use vision of 
inclusiveness based on smart growth can help realize developments that are livable, attractable, 
accessible, affordable, and sustainable while preserving historic areas in Brookline.  – Wadner Oge, P15 
 
While it’s not realistic to preserve every historic feature of the town, I’m in favor of a preservation plan 
for the community as a whole so we can benefit from the rich variety of historic neighborhoods, 
buildings, and parks for as long as possible. They make the town an endless source of curiosity and 
learning. Even when preservation appears to conflict with other priorities, such as affordable housing or 
the need for a school building, with creativity and determination there is often a way to preserve and 
grow at the same time.—Brenda Hochberg, P2 
 



Our strategic long-term planning process should engage our residents in deciding which building designs 
and what landscapes should be preserved and adapted and developed. This should be done with expert 
input on the costs and lifecycles of the different options. Brookline residents should understand the 
tradeoffs their choices require and how these choices affect affordability; diversity in race, age and 
income; and the overall health of the environment and climate change. No choice is going to check every 
single box. But over time, we need to be choosing with our long-term goals in mind. Katherine Florio, P10 
 
An important part of this is preservation of historic spaces and buildings. Along with parks and open space 
they contribute greatly to the character of the town and provide continuity with its past. Developers have 
their eyes on them, which is all the more reason to protect them carefully. 
 
Preservation should occur where it makes sense for it, especially as it relates to traffic control and 
pedestrian safety and congestion. – Steve Laduzinski, P12 
 
First elected a TMM in 1994, my activism began as CO-CHAIR of CPSA (Campaign to Preserve St Aidan’s 
Church) in 2000. Our CPSA mission statement explicitly recognized the need for BALANCE between 
PRESERVATION, AFFORDABLE HOUSING and OPEN SPACE. Adaptive reuse of the church, preservation of 
the 150 year old beech tree, & new mixed-income housing was ultimately a success because of significant 
planning and design review, incorporating the neighborhood, design professionals, town officials and 
Town $$ in a “friendly 40B”.    
 
I continue to view preservation of buildings and landscapes as an important, but not only, part of a 
thoughtful planning effort to manage residential and commercial development while mitigating 
unintended consequences of rapid development, including quality of life, and climate impacts.—Diana 
Spiegel, P8 
 
I believe there are some structures that count as so historically significant that they should never change, 
but we have been relying on historic preservation more heavily than we should because of too few 
options for maintaining neighborhood and streetscape coherence, which is a different issue.  Brookline 
cannot be the land that time forgot; we need to accommodate growth and change, including a growing 
population to house and serve. See my answers above about how to direct and plan for that growth. I do 
worry about our green, open spaces, especially in North Brookline, as that growth occurs.  Parks such as 
Longwood Park & Playgrounds become quickly overwhelmed by over-use. I hope comprehensive planning 
for housing and commercial growth incorporates the special place that green/open spaces play in making 
Brookline a desirable place to live and work.—Rebecca Stone, P3 
 
I agree with preserving and maintaining the existing beauty of the town. This past summer, my bedroom 
window was faulty, insects coming in, etc. All of this could be solved by having an inexpensive window 
replacement. My bedroom window is located in the alley on the 2nd floor of my building with hardly any 
visibility from the street. However, since there was a glimpse of this window, my request was turned 
down by the preservation committee and I had to pay thousands to refurbish it.. There was no 
consideration about whether I could afford this expense. I felt unsupported and hurt. I am a hard working 
single parent of color with a special needs son, whose expenses are up the roof. Our residents need to 
feel supported and we need to work with them to meet their needs. – Karen Ambrose, P4 
 
Our existing buildings and parks are historic and help to tell the story of Brookline.   They must be 
protected and updated to exist in the 21st century, e.g., eco-friendly.   These buildings and landscapes tell 
a story and have a symmetry that highlights the different styles of the generation in which they were first 



created.   
 
We as a town must continue to innovate and lead the way in which our buildings and landscapes are 
renovated or in which new areas are erected.   When new buildings go up or when an existing structure is 
adapted, they must add to the story, not tell a different one.   
 
We speak often about the need for increased housing for low/moderate-income earners and the 
importance of our landscapes.   I think we can do both and consider the existing environment. In fact, I 
think that this approach will make Brookline an even more enjoyable place to live! – Richard Snyder P2 

Evaluation should play a central role. Preservation for the sake of preservation should not be practiced, 
but when for good cause we should err on the side of it. – Jerry Navarette, P7 

We need to try to hold onto as much of the beauty of what was, while bringing on something new. Times 
are changing bring on 2022! -- Felina Silver Robinson, Precinct 3 
 


